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2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 

6:00 pm – 6:15 pm - Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Speaker: Richard A. Bennett 

 
Richard A. Bennett 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
ValueEdge Advisors LLC 
Click here for complete biography 

6:15 pm – 7:15 pm: 
Session 1: Moving from Strength to Strength in Work, Life, and Happiness 

 
Arthur C. Brooks 
Harvard Professor 
Leadership and Happiness 
Click here for complete biography 
  

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
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https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7637


 
2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 
 

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 

8:00 am – 9:00 am: 
Session 2: Geopolitics and Trade Wars: Risks and Opportunities 
Leading commentators share ideas on emerging international tensions, the tariff debate, what to expect, and how to 
navigate long-term investing in an uncertain new world order. 

 
Kevin McCarthy 

55th Speaker of the House 
Click here for complete biography 

 
Jennifer Granholm 

U.S. Secretary of Energy, 
Former Governor of Michigan (2003–2011) 
Click here for complete biography 
  

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7633
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7633
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7628
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2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 
 

 
Richard A. Bennett 

President & Chief Executive Officer 
ValueEdge Advisors LLC 
Click here for complete biography 

9:00 am – 10:00 am: 
Session 3: The New Sheriff: Shareowner Rights in the Trump Era 
Shareowner rights are being recast with the change of the Administration in Washington. How are changes in 
ERISA and the SEC affecting the institutional investor? What’s new and what’s coming in the regulatory 
environment? What tools can pension funds use to protect their portfolios? 

10:00 am – 10:15 am - Networking Break 

10:15 am – 11:15 am: 
Session 4: Thematic Investing 
Pension fiduciaries must continue to provide guaranteed income in an investing world characterized by a revolving 
series of threats, disruptions, and uncertainties. What strategies are leading investment officers employing for asset 
allocation? What are the top investment thematics being used for long-term sustainability? 

11:15 am – 12:00 pm: 
Session 5: Global Investors: Is This the Era of the Corporate Insider? 
For a half-century, global investors have relied on the strong governance of U.S. companies and laws protecting 
investors in U.S. markets. But recent U.S. policy and regulatory shifts are tipping the balance of corporate power 
sharply in favor of insiders and away from institutional investors. Leading EU institutional investors will discuss 
these dramatic shifts in the U.S. regulatory environment, implications for global institutional investors focused on 
governance and long-term value, and tools for restoring balance. 

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177


 
2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 

 
Richard A. Bennett 

President & Chief Executive Officer 
ValueEdge Advisors LLC 
Click here for complete biography 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm – Lunch 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: 
Session 6: A Socratic Conversation on Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 
Michael Sandel 

Harvard University 
Political Philosopher 
Click here for complete biography 
  

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-177
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7623
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2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm: 
Session 7: Into the War Room: Private Equity and SPACs on Trial 
Case studies in securities litigation. 

 
Darren J. Robbins 
Partner 
Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP 
Click here for complete biography 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm: 
Session 8: In-Depth Breakout Sessions 
1: Politics and Pension Funds – How to keep fiduciary focus in a polarized world. 
2: General Counsel Roundtable – The evolving role of the pension plan’s legal office. 
3: The Art of the Chair – Seasoned pension chairs share insights on effective governance. 

 
Thursday, September 4, 2025 

8:00 am – 9:00 am: 

Session 9: Transitions in Power: Succession Planning for Pension Funds 
Veteran pension leaders share insights and practical tips for preparing your pension fund for leadership succession, 
including scoping, recruiting, and onboarding for the chief executive. 

9:00 am – 10:00 am: 

Session 10: The Cryptocurrency Debate 
Should regulations be loosened on crypto? What does the future look like? What is the relevance to pension funds? 

 

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-5871
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-5871
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-5871


 
2025 Public Funds Forum 

The Big Reset: The Fiduciary’s Survival Guide 
Sessions Agenda 

 
10:00 am – 10:15 am - Networking Break 

10:15 am – 11:00 am: 
Session 11: Treasurers’ Roundtable: Trends in Governance and Investing 
In a world of disruption, a panel of State Treasurers discuss emerging issues in the capital markets, asset allocation 
strategies, and other hot topics in public finance. 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm: 
Session 12: Lessons of Leadership 
With his contagious enthusiasm and indomitable athletic talent, Rob Gronkowski has transcended NFL 
superstardom to become a fixture of the modern pop culture lexicon. One of the best tight ends the game has ever 
seen, Gronk’s success on the field has not been without challenges. With wit and wisdom, he shares his stories of 
perseverance through injuries and hard-fought recoveries, his four Super Bowl victories, and how best to overcome 
challenges and succeed. 
 

 
Rob Gronkowski 

Four-Time Super Bowl Champion 
Click here for complete biography 

12:00 pm – 12:10 pm - Closing Remarks 

12:30 pm – 5:30 pm: 

Networking Activities: Trap Shooting, Whitewater Rafting, Guided Hiking, and Chocolate Academy 

 

https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7615
https://www.publicfundsforum.com/agenda/#sg-popup-id-7615
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